STAMFORD CIVIC SOCIETY

MINUTES of the Society's Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 27th September 2007 in the Court Room of the Town Hall, Stamford.

APOLOGIES were received from Dr. Wright, Mrs. C. Stanier, Mrs. P. Sharp, Mr. D. Fawsitt, Mrs. Gwyneth Gibbs, Mr. R. Barry, Mr. J.E. Roberts, Mr. and Mrs. J. Pattinson, Mrs. McCrossan, Mr. and Mrs. B.E. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. D. Nicol, Mr. and Mrs. D. Stockman, Mr. and Mrs. T. Livock, Mr. and Mrs. Sockett, Mr. M. Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. D. Stockman, Mrs. McCallum, Mrs. Rowlands, Mrs. Grey, Mr. and Mrs. R. Humm.

Our new President Mr. Orlando Rock introduced himself to those present at the meeting.

0907/1.0 MINUTES of the last AGM were signed as a true record. There were no matters arising.

0907/2.0 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

0907/3.0 TREASURER'S REPORT Mr. Grimes reported: "There were a lot of transactions last year due to the 40 year celebrations. As the total income was over £10,000 we had to have the accounts independently examined under the Charities Act. One of our members, Mr. Colin Joyce, was kind enough to do this and a copy of his report is available (but not reproduced with the accounts). The first part of the accounts deal with the general running of the Society with income from subs and interest and running expenses. The surplus was £296. Then we come to the various event income including the talks at the Arts Centre. We were intending to have a Stone Festival, which would have cost us money but this did not take place.”

“The surplus from these talks is being held back to be used on future projects such as the information boards. We also had a surplus on the Festival of Performing Arts. Most of the profit was used to sponsor seats in the name of the Society at the Corn Exchange Theatre, as it was felt that this would benefit most performing societies. Overall, we had a surplus on general funds of £3,740 for the year, leaving a balance in hand of £7,033. We then have the Restricted Funds which can only be used for the purpose for which money was given. There is £275 in hand for St. Leonard's Priory and £335 for information boards.''

Adoption of the accounts proposed by Mr. Grimes and carried unanimously.

0907/4.0 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN Mr. J. Plumb proposed the nomination of Gwyneth Gibbs and Mrs. J. Spelman seconded the proposal. Carried unanimously.

0907/5.0 ELECTION OF OFFICERS Membership Secretary's role to become part of the Secretary's duties (Mrs. Sears). The new Committee to appoint a Vice Chairman at their first meeting. Mr. P. Stevens proposed election of officers and Mr. G. Hopkinson seconded the proposal. Carried unanimously.

0907/6.0 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE Mr. M. Grimes proposed reelection of the Committee en bloc and Mr. P. Stevens seconded the proposal. Carried unanimously.

0907/7.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS. Mrs. J. Spelman (retiring Vice Chairman thanked Mr. Plumb for his work during his period as our Chairman. She said that the Society has gone from strength to strength since he joined the Committee five years ago. During his term of office he, along with Mr. J.F.H. Smith, had made successful representations to allow the "Northfields" area of Stamford to become a Conservation Area. Mr. Plumb has worked tirelessly for the Committee and the Civic Society. 

At the close of AGM business our speaker, Mr. Peter Neal, Head of Public Space at C.A.B.E. was introduced.

Chairman’s Report

First of all, I’d like to welcome everyone here tonight, with special thanks to our speaker, Crispin Kelly and our President, Orlando Rock. I’m sure, Orlando, that everyone here would like to join me in congratulating you and Miranda on the new arrival.

It has been a busy year for the Society, with fascinating talks by Charles Crawford in November and Orlando at Burghley in March. The summer visits were over-subscribed; we are hoping to arrange another visit to Irnham next summer. I have good news about the Barnsdale Eco house and walled garden; we must have been well-behaved guests, because we have been invited back in the Spring to see the gardens again. This will be an informal, “open-garden” event, where the gardens will be open between specific times for Civic Society members, probably on a Sunday afternoon. More details will follow in the New Year.

The main role of the Society in general, and the Committee in particular is to work to keep Stamford the special place that it is today.  To that end, we review all the planning applications concerning the Conservation area, as well as some outside it. It’s important I think to stress that we comment on every single application, and that includes positive comments when alterations or repairs are being proposed in a conservation-friendly way.  We now have an expert sub-committee that meets every two weeks to advise the main committee on the applications, so there’s a lot of work involved.  This is a vital role; new planning regulations appear to be making it easier for unwelcome changes to take place, and the Society will continue to be vigilant and object when appropriate.

Looking forward, we have a talk arranged for November 20th by Wolfgang Buttress, the architect of the Gateway project; that should be an interesting evening. We hope to have an awards event in the Spring, and for this I need your help; we need nominations for awards – people or buildings that have done or become something special in 2007 or 2008. The categories that we normally use are a Restoration project, a New Build and a Craftsman. Suggestions please, either by email or by post as soon as you can.

I hope you have had a chance to take a look at the Interpretation Boards; we have facsimiles of the two existing ones and the new one on display here; the one for the Castle site should be in place in a few weeks. My thanks to everyone who has been involved in this project, especially Peter Stevens who has spent many hours on making it such a wonderful piece of work.

We have welcomed some new members on to the Committee this year; not least, our new Secretary, Melanie Sockett. That means though that we have had some goodbyes to say; Janet Sears handed over as Secretary after doing the job for about 16 years, and after twenty years on the Committee and a move to a new house, Pam Sharp has decided to stand down. Our thanks go to both of them. I would also like to thank everyone on the Committee and the Planning Sub-committee for their efforts and support during the year.

I believe it is very important that the Society is seen as part of the town. To that end, I am now a member of the Stamford Town Partnership, which brings together representatives from all layers of local government, local business and the Voluntary sector. This means that the Society has the opportunity to participate in the planning and strategy for the town.

As you may have noticed, we have not been handing out the Newsletter as has been done before at the AGM. That is because we have been reviewing the Society’s image, and that takes time. The Newsletter will be posted to all members in a few weeks, and I hope you will see a cleaner, more consistent Civic Society style emerging.  The web site will be similarly updated. Details of how to get tickets for the November 20th talk will be in the Newsletter.

The Stamford Civic Society is the best supported in the East Midlands with the largest membership; we want to build on that achievement, because only by having a significant membership can we be a voice to be heard in the town. So, please encourage your friends and neighbours to join us, keep coming to the events, and feel free to make suggestions for further events and projects.

Thank you.

Gwyneth Gibbs     






September 2008
Treasurer’s Report.

The Receipts and Payments Account for year ended 31st July 2008 follow.

The first section relates to the General Fund.  Subscriptions, interest and tax refunds have all increased. 

The costs of running the society have gone down, compared with last year, but we did not have to incur expenses in connection with the running of all the extra events held in 2007.  

The subscriptions pay for the costs of running the society so I recommend that the subscriptions remain the same.

There was a surplus of £803 from events but this includes the final Arts Centre Lecture, which was on Sir Malcolm Sargent.  We made a donation of £100 to the Sir Malcolm Sargent Children’s Cancer Charity. 

Because of the above, the general account balance at bank has increased by £1823 to £8856. 

Finally we have the Restricted Funds.  These can only be used for the reasons the money was raised.  There is £275 for St. Leonard’s Priory and £410 for Information Boards.

Martin Grimes

6.8.08




Stamford Civic Society

  

 Receipts & Payments Account for year ended 




      31st July 2008

2006/7










                                   
GENERAL FUND



1793
Subscriptions




  1855


  178  
Donations




      42



  255    Tax Refunds on Gift Aid
  
 
    301

  249
Interest




  
    432 









  2630

Less:

1190    Administration Costs

                566

  115     AGM Costs

                              90

  120
Room Hire



    100

  649
Newsletter & Website


    744

  105
Civic Trust Subscription

    110
   1610



Surplus of subs. etc. over running costs
  
 1020

11594
Events Income




   1400



Less:

 7524
Event Expenses


    367

  525
Insurance



    230

  101
Transfer to Restricted Funds

       0 
     597
 


Surplus on running events



  803

3740
Excess Receipts over Payments

            1823


3293    Balance in Hand at Beginning


7033


 

7033
Balance in Hand at End


            8856


RESTRICTED FUNDS

3085
Grants
  


               0

     0
Donations



475

  101
From Events Income


    0

3236 
Expenditure



400


  (50)    Excess Receipts over Payments


    75
   

  660
Balance at Beginning




  610


  610
Balance at End



 
  685


(Priory £275,Information Boards £410)


Summary:

7033
General Account Balance



8856

  

  610
Restricted Funds Balance



  685



Held as follows:

1101
Current Account




  667

6542
Deposit Account




8874

7643
Total in Hand





9541


Martin Grimes, Treasurer.                6.8.08                    


